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Friendship has received a silver 
award from Investors in People 
following a recent inspection 
which puts it in the top three per 
cent of companies nationwide. 

Inspectors said the recent 
amalgamation with Beechdale 
was one of the reasons Friendship 
had been successful in securing 
the award.

June Moriarty, Director of 
Beechdale and Neighbourhood 

Services, said: “It is a real 
achievement for Friendship to 
secure the silver Investors in 
People award and we’re pleased 
the inspectors acknowledged 
the good relationships we’ve 
developed.”

The award recognised various 
strengths of the organisation in 
terms of its staff and praised the 
level of staff commitment and the 
support given to employees.

INVESTING
in people

Natalie Davies and John Holloway (front) celebrate the award win 
with fellow Beechdale Community Housing staff.

Staff from Beechdale Community Housing have helped 
to secure an award thanks to their work surrounding 
the recent amalgamation with Friendship Care and 
Housing.

BEECHDALE’S STARS More Beechdale Com-
munity Housing staff 
have been singled out for 
praise for the work they 
do on the estate. 

The Star of the Month award 
for August went to Sukhi Sohal 
for her work as Executive 
Support Officer. Sukhi, a  
familiar face at the office, 
has now left Beechdale 
to start a new career and 
colleagues wanted to reward 

her for her hard work before  
she left.

The award for September was 
presented to Denise Bamford 
after she was nominated by 
colleagues.

June Moriarty, Director of 
Beechdale and Neighbourhood 
Services, said: “Star of the Month 
gives us a chance to show staff 
how proud we are of the good 
work they are doing and reward 
them for their efforts.”

A new youth worker 
has been recruited to 
support youngsters on 
the Beechdale estate.

Scott Stokes has been taken on 
by Frank F Harrison Community 
Association to help work on the 
estate’s youth activities.

Scott attended Beechdale Youth 
Club for many years when he 
was younger before becoming 
a volunteer with its range of 
activities and projects.

He went on to train in various 
subjects, including food hygiene, 
and has just qualified in the 
Open College Network Level 2 
Introduction to Youth Support 
Training.

NEW YOUTH
WORKER RECRUITED
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Scott Stokes

Sukhi Sohal Denise Bamford

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP PRODUCE
THE NOIZE?

We are currently looking for more people to join our editorial 
group and help to decide what you read about in The Noize.

All ages are welcome whether you are a young person with an 
interest in a career in the media or someone who has lived on the 
estate for many years wanting to share your memories.

Meetings are informal and friendly and take place at Beechdale 
Community Housing in Stephenson Avenue every three months. 

If you are interested in coming along, call Michelle on 01455 
614333 or email michelle@wordassociation.co.uk 
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ANNUAL RENT INCREASE
At Beechdale Community 
Housing we review our 
rent levels every year 
in line with government 
guidelines. 

Our annual increase is applied 
in November based on the level 
of inflation (using the Retail 
Price Index (RPI)) in September 
of the previous year plus ½%. 
So this year the increase is based 
on inflation in September 2010 
which was 4.6% plus ½%, a total 
increase of 5.1%. In addition, some 
tenants will have an increase 
of up to £2.17 per week to bring  
their rents up towards the 

government’s target rent levels.

In February 2011 we separated 
service charges from rents for 
those tenants in some of our flats. 
This meant their actual rent charge 
was reduced by the amount of the 
separate service charge. The total 
they had to pay did not increase in 
February. These service charges 
will also increase by 5.1% on 
Monday, 7 November 2011, the 
same day as the rent increase.

We recognise that it may 
be difficult for our tenants to 
understand why the rent is going 
up given the current economic 
climate when jobs are uncertain 
and other household costs, like 
gas and electricity are rising. 

We have to follow the 
government’s rules on rents which 
dictate the basis of the increase. 
But more than that, we also need 
to ensure that we can maintain 
and indeed improve our levels of 
service to our tenants. Our rents 
are our main source of income out 
of which we have to:

"" carry out day to day repairs

"" carry out improvements such 
as our replacement bathroom 
programme

"" provide aids and adaptations 

for people who need them

"" improve properties when they 
become empty

"" deal with anti-social 
behaviour

"" generally maintain and 
improve the estate. 

We need to apply the rent and 
service charge increase this year 
to be able to continue to deliver 
all these services and, indeed, 
to continue to improve them, 
especially where our tenants and 
residents have told us they would 
like to see improvements.

As our customers are aware, 
we amalgamated with Friendship 
Care and Housing earlier this 
year. We are already seeing some 
benefits of that partnership, for 
example in the work we are doing 
around a play area in Lister Close. 
Please be assured that the level of 
rent and service charge increase 
this year is not as a result of our 
amalgamation – it is in line with 
the government’s rules and would 
have been the same if we were 
still BCHA. We are committed to 
providing the best services we can 
taking into account our tenants’ 
needs and aspirations. We would 

not be able to do that if we did not 
apply this increase.

All our tenants will have already 
received a letter setting out details 
of the new rent (and service charge 
if it applies) for their home. This 
included details of who to contact 
if they wish to discuss their rent 
or are concerned about getting 
into financial difficulties. We can 
provide assistance and advice 
and all tenants should contact 
Beechdale Community Housing’s 
office on 01922 648252 if they 
have concerns about their rent 
and possibly getting into arrears – 
we are here to help.

Festive fun will be the 
order of the day at the 
Beechdale Christmas Fair 
on Saturday, December 
10.

There will be a host of stalls, 
games and even a visit from 
Father Christmas at the fair, which 
will be held at Beechdale Lifelong 
Learning Centre in Stephenson 
Square, from 11am to 3pm.

Beechdale Resident Fund-
raisers have organised the 
event, following the success of 

last year’s Christmas fair and 
the Community Fun Day this 
summer.

Funds raised by those two 
events paid for a coachload of 
children and their parents to go 
for a picnic at Lichfield Park in 
August.

Sue Oxley, from the Beechdale 
Resident Fundraisers group, said: 
“The picnic in the park went  
down a bomb – it was very 
popular and everyone enjoyed 
themselves.” Sue Lycett collects raffle prizes for the fair.

FESTIVE FAIR

Rent 
free 

weeks
The weeks commencing 

12th, 19th and 26th December 
will be rent free weeks 
for tenants of Beechdale 
Community Housing homes.

If you are in rent arrears 
you must pay your weekly 
agreement during the rent 
free periods.



Beechdale noticeboard
Looking to take up a new hobby and make new friends?  
There’s lots going on in Beechdale, so look no further! 

Tuesday
ZumbAtomic Group(4-8-year-olds) 3.30pm-4.30pm. Dance exercise sessions at Hatherton Children’s Centre. £1.50 a session. Book a place on 01922 712507.The Tuesday Night Project(13-19-year-olds) 5pm-7.30pm at Beechdale Lifelong Learning Centre. Recreational activities and internet cafe. Rock Tots – mothers and toddlers9.30am-11am at The Rock Church, Edison Road. Contact: 01922 441721 or Hannah Evans 07846 936221

Wednesday
Toddler time bounce and rhyme

10-11.30am at Beechdale Library, Stephenson 

Square. £1 including refreshments.

Over-60s Luncheon Club
12-2pm at Beechdale Lifelong Learning  

Centre. Bingo, outings and other activities.  
Contact: 01922 710670

Youth club
(13-19-year-olds) 5.30pm-8pm at Beechdale 

Lifelong Learning Centre. Drop-in session to 

play badminton, basketball, pool and Wii.

Saturday
Bike Club Positive ActivitiesScrambling and bike maintenance sessions for 13-19-year-olds, 9am-5pm at Frank F Harrison Scrambling Track.

Frankie’s Gymnastic and Ballet Club(4-15-years-old) 10am-12pm at Beechdale Lifelong Learning Centre
Sports activities for 8-19-year-olds11am to 1pm at Beechdale Lifelong  Learning Centre.

Sunday
St Catherine with St Chad NYOC

(Not Your Ordinary Church – Not Your Ordinary 

Cafe) Come along for coffee, tea and cakes on the 

second Sunday of each month at the church. This 

is an informal gathering with entertainment. 

The Rock Church Family Service 

Held at The County Hotel, Birmingham Road, 

Walsall 10.30am start, www.therockchurch.co.uk

Nite Life – Evening Fellowship 

at The Rock Church, Edison Road.  

6.30pm start followed by tea and coffee.

Bowling Club for the over-50s
9am-midday at Beechdale Lifelong 

Learning Centre. Contact: 01922 746967

Take a Break
(ages 0-3 years) 9.30-11.30am at 

Hatherton Children’s Centre. Fun 
sessions for children to allow parents to 

have a break. £2 Places must be booked. 
Contact: 01922 712507. 

Over-50s group
Every third Thursday, 10-11am.  

Talks of interest in Beechdale Library,  
Stephenson Square.

Kids’ soft play
10am at Rock Church, Edison Road, 

Beechdale. Contact: 01922 441721

Tots and Teens
(for teenage parents with children up to 
5 years) 10.30am-midday at Hatherton 

Children’s Centre.

Internet Cafe
(13-19 year-olds) 5-7pm. Drop in and  

surf the web at Beechdale Lifelong 
Learning Centre.

Thursday

Bowling Club for the over-50s
9am-midday at Beechdale Lifelong Learning 

Centre. Contact: 01922 746967

Stay and Play 
(ages 0-5) 9.30-11am at Hatherton Children’s 

Centre (Hathertots Creche). £1 per family. 
Contact: 01922 712507

Early Days Parent and Baby Group
9-11am at Hatherton Children’s Centre. Drop-in 

group for new and soon-to-be parents, with children 
up to 1-year-old. Health visitor there from 9.30.

Place 2 Be
Activity club for 8-12-year-olds. 5-7pm at 

Beechdale Lifelong Learning Centre.

Baby Peep
(ages 0-12 months) 9.30-11am at Hatherton 
Children’s Centre. Fun learning activities. 

Contact: 01922 712507.

Over-60s Luncheon Club
10.30am-1.30pm at Lifelong Learning Centre, 

Stephenson Square. Crafts, gentle aerobics and 
a range of talks. Contact: 01922 710670

Monday

Friday 
Over-60s Luncheon Club

10.30am-1.30pm at Lifelong 

Learning Centre, Stephenson 

Square. Crafts, gentle aerobics 

and a range of talks.  

Contact: 01922 710670
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More than 100 children 
and adults turned out for 
a Health and Fitness Day 
at Hatherton Children’s 
Centre.

The day featured Zumba 

classes, a penalty shoot-out with 

local Police Community Support 
Officers and a performance by 
the Ikonic Angels dance troupe.

There were also sports sessions 
for younger children and blood 
pressure checks for adults, 
plus free healthy food and fruit 
smoothies.
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FAMILY 
FUN

Hatherton Children’s Centre staff Najma Kauser, Kerry Billington and 
Rhian Ferguson make fruit smoothies at the Health and Fitness Day

Stewart Butler, from Morrison, inspects the new footpath in Leamore 
Lane with Alison Jones, from Beechdale Community Housing.

FOOTPATH 
IMPROVEMENTS 

UNDER WAY
Footpaths across the 
Beechdale estate are 
being repaired and 
improved under a major 
investment programme 
being carried out by 
Beechdale Community 
Housing.

Contractor Morrison is 
removing broken slabs and 
re-surfacing paths that have 
become uneven and dangerous.

Alison Jones, Property 
Asset Assistant at Beechdale 
Community Housing, said: “We 
have had numerous reports 
of broken slabs, which are 
unsightly and a hazard, on the 
estate.

“Residents are helping us 

identify the areas that need 

repairing through our estate 

walkabouts.

“Broken slabs are being 

removed, paths resurfaced and 

old wooden bollards are being 

replaced.”

Work, which started in 

February, has so far been carried 

out in Leamore Lane, Arkwright 

Road, Telford Road, Brindley 

Close and Murdock Way.

Alison added: “As the estate 

walkabouts identify more areas 

in need of repair, those paths 

will be included in our ongoing 

investment programme.”



BEAT SURGERIES
Residents can raise issues with local police officers at 
monthly beat surgeries held at the Beechdale Community 
Housing offices. The next sessions will be on November 
14 and December 12, both at 10am.
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Beechdale’s
NEWS FROM

Bobbies

Police destroyed two 
cannabis farms and 
arrested six people in drugs 
raids on the Beechdale 
estate.

Officers carried out searches at 
10 properties over the last few 
months, seizing cannabis and 
other drugs.

Sgt Chris Jones, who heads 
up the team which looks after 
Beechdale, said: “We are working 
with Beechdale Community 
Housing to address the issue of 
drug supply and production, 
which in itself creates anti-social 
behaviour in and around the 
estate.”

Winning the fight
Anti-social behaviour in 

Beechdale has been reduced over 
the last year, thanks to a range of 
police tactics.

Reports of such problems on 
the estate have fallen by 16% 
since the same time last year 
following a number of plain 
clothes operations and uniform 
patrols, including work with 
Beechdale Community Housing 
and Walsall Safer Partnerships.

Swelling the ranks
Leamore Neighbourhood 

Policing Team, which covers 
Beechdale, joined forces with 
the Birchills police team in 
September.

This brings the total number of 
officers covering the area up to 
17, including full-time officers, 
Police Community Support 
Officers and Special Constables.

Although the teams previously 
worked together, they now have 
the same shift patterns. The move 
aims to improve community 
policing in the area.

Tackling business crime
Police are working with local 

businesses to tackle crime such 
as metal thefts at Beechdale’s 
industrial units.

Officers are liaising with 
the Black Country Chamber 
of Commerce to increase the 
flow of information between 
local industry and police. Local 
councillors are also joining 
police on patrols to see how well 
officers are combating anti-social 
behaviour.

Driving down speed
 Speeding drivers are being 

targeted in Beechdale after 
residents complained about the 
problem.

Police are conducting 
operations in Leamore Lane and 
Stephenson Avenue this month 
and in November

It follows the success of 
previous speeding blitzes on the 
estate and more are planned.

Beeches Day Nursery Manager Karen Southall prepares for the Harvest 
Festival with Alfie Perkins

Children from Beeches 

Day Nursery celebrated 

harvest festival by collect-

ing tins and packets of 

food from home and tak-

ing them to church.

Around a dozen youngsters 
walked with staff from the 
nursery in Stephenson Square 
to St Catherine with St Chad’s 
Church to deliver the food items 
they had collected.

They then took part in a church 
service specifically tailored for 
children to teach them about 

food and the religious messages 

behind the harvest festival.

Nursery Manager Karen 

Southall said: “Around a dozen 

children went along and each had 

picked an item to take. The church 

then had a big harvest festival 

on the Sunday and everything 

donated was distributed to two 

local charities.”

Beeches Day Nursery offers  

full day care for children aged 

three months to five years. 

More details are available 

from 01922 620524 or at www.

beechesdaynursery.co.uk

Harvest time 
at nursery

BLITZ ON 
DRUGS FARMS
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Our latest trip down  
Memory Lane takes us back 
to the childhood memories 
of great-grandmother Mau-
reen Stokes.

Maureen moved into Fleming 
Road, with her mother Elizabeth, 
in 1954 when she was 12-years-
old.

“Mum was the first one to move 
into Fleming Road. It was all so 
different then - it was mostly fields 
but where they were putting up 
houses was like a builders’ yard. 

We used to go blackberry picking 
and ride our bikes around the 
place.

“The gypsies were always about 
– and their horses roamed all over 
the place. It was called the Gypsy 
Lane Estate then so the gypsies 
said they had a right to be there – 
that’s why the name was changed 
to Beechdale.

“The butcher, fishmonger and 
greengrocer used to come round in 
vans but the baker and milkman 
both had a horse and cart. I used 
to be sent out to get the fresh milk 
and collect the horse muck to go on  

our back garden for fertiliser. 
“I used to go to Sunday School at 
Bloxwich Church, have lunch and 
then me and my friend used to go  
 

out for hours on our bike. There 
was a real sense of friendship 
in the community and everyone 
looked out for each other.”

Do you have any old photographs of Beechdale? 
We are looking for more images to include in Memory 
Lane and would love to share your memories with 
readers. If so, please call Michelle on 01455 614333 or 
email michelle@wordassociation.co.uk

Maureen Stokes

Childhood memories

Walkabouts on the estate 
have now been completed 
for 2011 and will start again 
in the spring.

This year, Beechdale Community 
Housing divided the estate into 
eight areas to ensure that all 
streets were visited on specific 
dates throughout the year.

A team of volunteers went out 
with representatives from partner 
agencies such as the police 
and Street Pride to identify any 
issues such as litter, anti-social 

behaviour, broken footpaths or 
untidy gardens so action could be 
taken.

The monthly walkabouts do not 
take place over the winter and 
will start again in March. A full 
list of dates will be announced 
early next year. 

Yvonne Miller, Neighbourhood 
Officer at Beechdale Community 
Housing, said: “We send out 
posters the week before which 
people can put in their window if 
they want to speak to us on the 
day of the walkabout so we know 

to go to their house and this has 
proved really useful in getting 
to speak to people who can’t get 
to the office but have something 
they would like to discuss.”

"" Remember, if you have an 
issue you would like to speak 
to a member of the Beechdale 

Community Housing team 
about, you do not need to 
wait until your area’s next 
walkabout. Please visit the 
office in Stephenson Avenue 
or call 01922 648252 to arrange 
an appointment with your 
Neighbourhood Officer.

DOWN YOUR 
STREET

Patrolling the streets on an estate walkabout are (left to right) 
resident Bob Griffiths, Dawn Lomas, from Morrison, John Holloway 
and Yvonne Miller, both from Beechdale Community Housing
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Recipe corner

Suddenly the flu season is 
upon us once again and we 
are urging patients to protect 
themselves by booking an 
appointment for a flu jab.

You are eligible to have a flu 
jab if you are aged 65 or over or 
you fall into one of the following 
“at risk” groups, who are more 
likely to suffer complications if 
they catch the flu:

•	 Chronic lung disease

•	 Diabetes 

•	 Heart problems

•	 Liver or kidney disease

•	 Lowered immunity

•	 Neurological disease

•	 Pregnancy

Following last year’s outbreak, 
Dr Singh urges all his eligible 
patients to book an appointment 
with the surgery reception as 
soon as possible.

And remember – the flu 
vaccine does NOT cause flu!

News from  
Beechdale Surgery

With Dr Singh

Customers own 
carpets fitted

Can supply and 
fit carpets at very 
competitive prices

Expert fitted

40 years 
experience

Free estimates

Carpet 
fitter

01922  
620563

Call Bill Astle on 

School cook Jenny Clarke has opened up the recipe 
book used by Walsall schools to share some favourite 
lunch-time dishes with readers of The Noize.
Each edition we feature a recipe chosen by Jenny, who is unit 
supervisor at Hatherton Primary School.

CHICKEN PASTA BAKE 
(serves four)

225g diced chicken 
115g pasta spirals 
60g frozen mixed 
vegetables 
5g dehydrated onions 

½ a vegetable stock cube 
50g pizza sauce 
98g tinned tomatoes 
83g grated cheese 
14g oats

Ingredients:	

1)	Place the chicken and vegetables in a saucepan, add 
the onions, stock cubes, pizza topping and chopped 
tomatoes. Bring to the boil and simmer until meat is 
tender.

2)	Add the oats and allow to thicken.
3)	Place the pasta in a large saucepan of boiling water.
4)	Stir the pasta regularly to prevent it sticking together.
5)	When soft to the touch, drain through a colander.
6)	Mix the pasta and meat mixture together, put into an 

ovenproof dish and sprinkle with grated cheese.
7)	Place in a moderate oven - Gas Mark 4, 180C, 350F - and 

bake until golden brown.

Method:

Arthritis  
Care  

Meetings

Call Sheila:  

01922 634246 
Pat Sheriff:  

01922 635224

Join us for talks,  
social activities 

and chair exercise 
classes on the 

second Thursday 
of each month 

(10th November, 
8th December) at 

Beechdale Lifelong 
Learning Centre, 

Stephenson Square, 
from 7 – 9pm

New members 
welcome

Do you want to see your business advertised in The 
Noize? Prices for advertisements start at £25. 

Contact Michelle on 01455 614333 or e-mail michelle 
wordassociation.co.uk

SEE YOUR COMPANY’S
NAME HERE 
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Do you fancy winning a £25 shopping voucher? 
Simply find the 10 Walsall-related words in the 
grid below to be in with a chance to win.

Please send us your completed grid along with the 
details below and you will be entered into the prize 
draw. The closing date is Friday 25th November 2011.

Entries should be sent to The Noize, c/o Word 
Association, 6a Forresters Road, Burbage, 
Leicestershire, LE10 2RX or handed in at 
the Beechdale Community Housing office in 
Stephenson Avenue. 

Congratulations! 
The winner of the summer 
wordsearch in the last issue 
of The Noize is Mrs J.Thorley 
(pictured left) from Cavendish 
Road. Mrs Thorley correctly 
found all 10 summer-themed 
words and wins a £25 shopping 
voucher. Well done!

BEECHDALE WORDSEARCH WIN A £25
SHOPPING VOUCHER

Canals
Arboretum
Leather
Art gallery
Crown Wharf

Saddlers
Illuminations
College
Sister Dora
Reedswood

Name

Address

Phone number

R R E E D S W O O D P A Y
Q M R D W N L G U Y D G T
U N T E A O P A P Z N F S
C S Y P H I U A N M B A A
R O A O B T Z N E A S R D
O P R I X A A J N X C O D
W A B N C N I E G N O D L
N W O R Z I U A L V L R E
W B R L Y M Q S S E L E R
H C E K J U M F M P E T S
A R T G A L L E R Y G S A
R S U M K L N G E I E I E
F W M N D I P B R R K S R

A project which spans 
the generations has been 
serving the Beechdale 
community for the last 
eight years.

Headed up by project manager 
Mandy Keay and based at St 
Chad’s Church, the Open Door 
Project provides a range of 
services to help young and old 
alike.

Mandy, from Beechdale, said: 
“I have managed the Open 
Door Project for the last eight 
years and it has been a joy. I 
am surrounded by a wonderful 
group of volunteers, without 
whom we would not exist - 
their commitment to this work 
is amazing and we are lucky to 
have them.

“We believe that the work of 
the church is to be out in the 
community serving the people 
of Beechdale.”

Work includes Community 
Lunches, which involve 
representatives from a range 
of organisations - such as 
Beechdale Community Housing, 
the police, schools, nurseries and 
the community centre - holding 
regular meetings to share ideas.

These various partners work 
together on projects to improve 
Beechdale and the quality of life 
for the estate’s residents.

For Beechdale residents, the 
Open Door Project also runs:

"" The Gang Youth Project - 
works with the children and 
young people of Beechdale.

"" The Listening Ear service - 

involves one-to-one work 
with youngsters who find 
school difficult.

"" Parenting courses - helping 
Beechdale parents make the 
most of the time they spend 
with their children.

"" Mentor training – there are 
30 trained mentors to help 
young people. Mentors 
usually go on to gain paid 
employment in education.

The Open Door team also 
provides the borough-wide 
Walsall Senior Citizens Link Line, 
which helps elderly people across 
Walsall to live independently for 
as long as possible.

The Link Line team includes a 
manager, part-time worker and 
a group of dedicated volunteers. 
They currently assist 160 elderly 
people, offering friendship, 
support, activities and practical 
help.

Services include making 
regular calls to elderly people, 
visiting them in their own 
homes, taking them shopping, 
accompanying them to hospital 
appointments and helping with 
small jobs around the house. 
They also visit members in 
hospital and ensure support is in 
place when they return home.

In addition, Link Line has drop-
in coffee mornings and lunches 
in Beechdale and Blakenall, 
information days offering help 
and advice to elderly residents 
and trips out to visitor attractions 
and places of interest.

For more information on the 
Open Door Project’s services 
or volunteering opportunities, 
contact Mandy on 07742 917766 
or email her at mandyjgang@
yahoo.com

REACHING OUT TO 
HELP ALL AGES

Mandy Keay
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SCHOOLS PLAN 
TO JOIN FORCES

Name: Over 60s Luncheon Club

Meets: Beechdale Lifelong Learning Centre, Stephenson Square

When: Monday 10.30am-1.30pm; Wednesday 12pm-2pm; Friday 
10.30am-1.30pm 

Contact: 01922 746967

Lunchtimes are a hive of activity at Beechdale Lifelong 
Learning Centre as it is home to the Over 60s Luncheon 
Club.

Three times a week members descend on the estate to take part in 
a range of activities and enjoy a hot lunch.

The club, which has only moved to the centre this year, has 
previously been for people across the borough who are picked up by 
a minibus and taken to the club. 

Now that it has a more central location, the doors have also been 
opened to all over 60s on the estate who can make it along themselves 
in a bid to boost numbers.

Members enjoy craft sessions and have spent weeks learning to 
embroider and have used their skills to make bags, cushions and 

even clothing to impress friends and families.

As well as stitching, meetings include activities such as gentle 
aerobics and games of bingo. 

Member Anne Moran said: “It is a great club and we’d love to see 
more people coming along. The lunches are lovely and we have a 
really good afternoon - it flies by.”

Margaret Elston with her embroidery.

Members of the luncheon club enjoy a sewing session before lunch

Anne Moran, from Darlaston, 
wearing a suit she has made 
at the luncheon club.

Members of Frank F Harrison 
Luncheon Club during their craft 
session.

Two Beechdale schools 
hope to join forces in the New 
Year in a ground-breaking 
move aimed at boosting 
educational standards for 
the area’s youngsters.

Frank F Harrison Engineering 
College and Hatherton Primary 

School are proposing to link up to 
create the Mirus Academy.

The new independent academy, 
if approved, will be sponsored 
by Walsall College and offer 
improved educational facilities 
for children aged from three to 18.

It will specialise in creative 
subjects - including art, music, 

drama and new technology - to 
make the most of local students’ 
particular talents and cater for 
the growth in these industries 
nationally.

Jacqui Grace, the current 
headteacher at Frank F Harrison 
Engineering College, will be the 
Principal at the new academy.

She said: “The idea is that, by 
sharing resources and ideas, we 
can improve standards and offer 
a better quality of education  to 
our pupils.”

The schools have consulted 

with the local community about 
the proposals with a number of 
events over the summer. As a 
result of resident feedback, the 
academy uniform - available free 
to the schools’ existing pupils - 
will be navy blue, rather than the 
originally proposed green.

Frank F Harrison Engineering 
College was taken out of special 
measures in July this year after 
Ofsted inspectors rated it a 
“satisfactory” school with “good” 
prospects for improvement.
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Handyman 
Tips

A HELPING HAND

TO WORK
Free support is being offered 

to people across Walsall who 
are interested in setting up their 
own business or who want help 
in finding work.

Pathways to Enterprise has 
been launched by whg and 
Walsall Council and its team of 
Enterprise Coaches offer help 
in exploring business ideas, 
improving confidence and 

basic skills, finding training 
and meetings others in a 
similar position. 

The project runs until 
December 2012 and anyone in 
Walsall over the age of 16 can 
apply. For more information, 
contact Richard Williams 
on 01902 572020 or email 
pathways@w-n-c.org

Fred Wright, manager 
of Frank F Harrison 
Construction Skills Centre, 
will be sharing his top 
handyman tips with The 
Noize readers over the 
coming months in our new 
column.

Here, he offers two useful 
ideas for improving your DIY 
skills.

"" If you need to leave used 
paintbrushes overnight so 
you can re-use them the next 
day, wrap them in clingfilm 
to prevent them drying out.

"" To drill a tile, place a piece 
of masking tape where you 
want to put the hole, then 
drill through it to prevent 
the drill slipping. Make the 
hole slightly bigger than the 
screw to stop it cracking  
the tile.

Christmas  
opening hours

The Beechdale Community 

Housing office in Stephenson 

Avenue will be open as usual 

on Christmas Eve (Saturday 

24th December), closing at 

1pm. The office will then be 

closed for the Christmas period 

and re-open on 3rd January 

2012. 

If you require emergency 

repairs while the office is 

closed, please call Morrison’s 

out-of-hours number on 0800 

999 2061.

Dates for your diary

Tel: 01922 630458
Stephenson Avenue, Walsall WS2 7EU

Family Pub and Fuzzy Ed Funhouse
George Stephenson
the

1for2
Don’t forget  

our brilliant

meal offer

Join our family club  
and enjoy the  
benefits, simply log  
on to  
www.ourfamilyclub.co.uk.

Keep an eye out for the  
brilliant vouchers on  
www.myvouchercodes.co.uk.

Take advantage of our free WiFi 
access point.

Why not pop in and book a Fuzzy 
Ed party for your child’s/children’s 
birthday.

We have 3D Sky TV showing your 
favourite sports.

Forthcoming events
O Charity Ladies Night in aid of 

Birmingham Children’s Hospital on 
November 25.

Speak to staff for more details  
on all events.



SportzTHE

Autumn 2011

NoizeTHE

12

SCRAMBLING

YOUNG PEOPLE
SCORE NEW PITCH

CAREER TRACK
Avid motorbike fan Terry 

Hassell has made the 

transition from volunteer to 

paid worker at the Frank F 

Harrison Scrambling Track.

Terry is a familiar face at the 
track, attending as a participant 

and then as a volunteer helping 
out staff with bike and track 
maintenance.

His commitment and dedication 
has paid off, as he has now been 
taken on as an apprentice. As 
a track assistant, he will gain 
valuable experience and training 
for his future career.

A football pitch is being 
created in Lister Close 
so young people have 
somewhere to go.

Beechdale Community Housing 
surveyed residents living by the 
green area to check they would 
not object to the temporary pitch 
being created and 73% of people 
felt it was a good idea.

Nick Wood, Operations Team 

Leader at Beechdale Community 
Housing, said: “The young people 
want somewhere to be able to go 
to play football without being seen 
to cause anti-social behaviour as 
there is nowhere at present. The 
site in Lister Close was identified 
as potentially suitable but we 
wanted to speak to residents first.”

The pitch is due to be marked 
out shortly and a close eye will be 
kept on its use. 

If you have some sports 
stories to share or 
news about your local 
team, get in touch.

Call Michelle on 07824 
466228 or email michelle@
wordassociation.co.uk

CALLING ALL
S P O R T S 
WRITERS!

John Holloway (right), from Beechdale Community Housing, tries 
out the ground with Aaron Lawrence, from Frank F Harrison 
Community Association

Terry Hassell

UP THE

Young footballers from 
Beechdale are looking 
forward to a goal-laden 
new season. 

Beechdale Juniors’ Under-

10s team won all six of their 
matches in Walsall Junior Y 
outh League’s “round robins” 
and are now playing in  
Division 1.

SOCCER STARS


